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tobacco farmers. The letter, written by one of the paper’s chief editorial writers, urged county commissioners to reject a possible increase in the county’s tobacco tax, arguing that the money should go to public schools, not a new tax for “a corporate industry that would have no existence if not for government intervention.” While it was called a
“public service ad,” the connection between government and those operating tobacco farms was so close that we were still receiving calls for comments on it months later. The letter was an example of a so-called “Tobacco Sovereignty ad.” The phrase is a reference to an idea from the mid-1800s that tobacco farmers were within their right to

manage their own crop and sell it to whomever they wanted. It’s a concept that, in our democratic society, we think of as being socialist in nature, but which is just an extension of the idea that underpins capitalism: the individual should do what is best for him or her. We’re not the first to realize this as the tobacco industry moved to the forefront
of our culture after President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed the highly unpopular Marihuana Tax Act in 1937. The law targeted marijuana by taxing it, raising the cost and limiting the number of farms licensed to grow.
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