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cracked.Endoscopic evaluation of gastric and duodenal mucosa in breast cancer
patients. The prevalence of Helicobacter pylori infection has been associated
with an increased risk of breast cancer. Early detection of the infection and

eradication of this infection may reduce the risk of breast cancer. Recently, it has
been demonstrated that histologic evidence of gastritis and duodenitis may be
detected endoscopically in a significant number of patients with a low incidence
of peptic ulcer disease. Endoscopy may be a useful method for the detection of
gastric and duodenal mucosal abnormalities. We evaluated the prevalence of

Helicobacter pylori infection in two groups of breast cancer patients, one treated
with radiation and the other with breast-conserving surgery. The hypothesis was
that breast cancer patients would have a higher incidence of Helicobacter pylori

infection than age-matched controls. Twenty-six consecutive patients treated
with radiation therapy and 26 consecutive patients treated with conservative
surgery, 16 with biopsy-proven carcinoma of the breast, were enrolled. In the

control group, 26 age-matched, sex-matched patients were enrolled. All patients
were evaluated for gastroesophageal reflux disease and had upper endoscopies
performed. Two endoscopists independently performed the gastroscopies and
duodenoscopies and were unaware of any patient characteristics. The same
histologic criteria were used for gastritis and duodenitis. The prevalence of

Helicobacter pylori infection was higher in the breast cancer group (86.7% vs.
55.2%; p
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