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when the f-16 first appeared on the scene in 1978, it was considered by many to be an entirely new kind of fighter. in fact, the f-16 looks very much like the earlier f-104 starfighter, with its slab sided fuselage and side-by-side seating arrangement for the pilot and weapons operator. the f-16 was unique for its time, however, in its tail wheel landing gear, compact
airframe and air-to-air capability. the f-16 was the first aircraft to have a fully digital cockpit with a color display, a modernized digital mission computer, an advanced communications system, and a series of sophisticated avionics including navigation, terrain avoidance, air-to-air radar and a system that allowed the f-16 to employ the latest infrared-guided air-to-air
missiles and laser-guided munitions. these features put the f-16 in the role of a "new breed" of fighter, not just a new fighter with some features found on previous fighters. an american f-16c from the 449th fighter squadron, 45th fighter wing, osan afb, south korea, on march 22, 2017. earlier this year the air force had to temporarily ground its entire fleet of f-16s
after it was discovered that in some cases aircraft had cracks in their airframe. the cracks were found in aircraft manufactured between 1990 and 1994. australia currently has about half of the air force’s f-16 fleet flying, with the rest of the f-16 fleet being supported by 24 f/a-18a super hornet fighter jets and one kc-30 tanker. other f-16s will be coming back to
australia as they are phased out by the u.s. air force. the official f-16 name is fighting falcon. the f-16 series of aircraft are fighters, but they also have a secondary mission called air-to-ground (a2g). the f-16 also has a multirole mission (mrm) variant, which means it can do more than just air-to-air combat. in the air-to-ground variant the f-16 can drop bombs, arm
the bomb bay with missiles, and carry small or large loads of fuel. the f-16 can be armed with:
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the military units responsible for the conversion and upgrade of older f-16s include the 138th, 143rd, 190th, 142nd, and the 142nd. the 138th and 143rd use the f-16 block 40 to equip f-16s from other units. the other four units (142nd, 190th, 142nd) in 2004 built two f-16s for the usaf aerospace testing and technology program (attp). these two f-16s were
constructed in may 2004 and are currently being delivered to attp, based at edwards afb, calif. the two f-16s will be tested and evaluated to determine how well the upgrades meet the test criteria. one of the jets has already been delivered to attp and will begin testing in june. all six of the f-16 block 40s assigned to the 719th, 743rd, 815th, 822nd, 171st, and the
171st will be upgraded with the f-16c+e over the next several years. by september 2004, the entire f-16 inventory will be upgraded, f-16s will be able to meet the 2007 active ioc requirements. over the last five years, the coalition air forces contributed approximately 15,000 f-16 hours to the f-16 c+e test program. heading into fiscal year 2005, the air combat
command plans to increase its fleet of f-16s by 22 aircraft. all of the ang and air force reserve component (afrc) pilots flying the f-16 will receive the f-160 new fighter capability (nffc) technical evaluation package this year. the nffc is a comprehensive test program to evaluate the effectiveness of the aircraft's electronic systems, avionics, and engines. the nffc will
also investigate the aircraft's radar and electro-optical/infrared systems to demonstrate those systems' operational compatibility with the advanced multifunction displays and target illumination processing units. all of the ang and afrc planes will have to be modified to bring them into line with the nffc requirements. in addition, ang f-16s will have to undergo 11
months of ground testing to validate their mission equipment compatibility with the new display and mission processing units. 5ec8ef588b
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