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and the Fame of Predicting the Future The US government’s warning to all citizens to “shelter in
place” is frequently cited as a cautionary tale for people who like to have a good laugh. The first time
I heard this advice I cringed—can’t I just keep living my life like I usually do, even though this is the
end of the world? Fortunately, I decided not to adopt the “shelter in place” philosophy, and I’m
actually fairly glad that I didn’t. The “shelter in place” advice only made sense as a genuine warning
to stay at home until the government was sure that it could deliver food, fuel, and law and order to
the citizens in your area, and it seems that the President, for a change, was listening to this advice
when he shut down the entire nation. But alas, the President is not the only one who has been
making firm predictions of doom, and so have I. I have a silly superstition about my first book. At
first, I thought that I’d do something clever about writing a book about financial crime. What if I was
the world’s most stylish financial crime-fighter? I thought it would be a brilliant idea, but I was too
busy working on it to actually do much that was scary, and I never really liked the result. My
superstition is this: I keep promising myself that I’ll write my first book before I hit middle-age, and
once I’ve come to that age, I’ll stop writing in my spare time. This time
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